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on the spot. Caveats: The seller must select the "Buy It Now" feature before starting an auction, and a buyer can 
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Q. While noodling around on eBay one evening, I clicked on an auction that had a "Buy It Now" icon. What ibes 
that mean? ^ 

A. EBay calls its new "Buy It Now" feature "an exciting optional enhancement" for sellers. Another way to describe it 
is an attempt by the popular auction site not to lose commissions on off-the-books sales. After all, most eBayers 
know what happens after an auction ends without the item meeting reserve: Often, the seller and buyer e- mail 
each other privately, negotiate a price and complete the sate- without eBay getting a percentage of the transaction. 

"Buy It Now" keeps eBay in the equation in this way: A seller names a price at which he or she would be willing to 
pull the plug on the auction and sell the item outright, and a buyer can choose to pay that price and end the auction 
on the spot. Caveats: The seller must select the "Buy It Now" feature before starting an auction, and a buyer can 
exercise that option only if no other bids have been placed. 

Ultimately, using "Buy It Now" will probably cost buyers a little bit more. But the advantage is the assurance that a 
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gratification. 
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